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Forests can be seen in these parts of the country even
today. But in Anantapur district the vegetation in forest was
thin along the Palakondalu, a branch of eastern ghats.
Tavernier, the French traveller saw elephant hunting (kheda)
while passing through Chittoor and Cuddapah districts Airing
the early decades of the seventeenth century15. The fopests
formed a source of income, and a source for domestic
necessities like furniture, food, honey and medicinal herbs.
The importance of forest product as explained in Kautiiya's
Arthasastra was understood by the people of Rayalaseema16.
There were many tribes of poepte living in the forests of
Rayalaseerna during the Vijayanagara period. Among them
mention may be made of Chenchus, Dasaris, Boyas,
Mannes, Ekala and Erukala who were mentioned in
Amuktamalyada17.

The Agricultural production in Rayalaseema
depended upon the fertility of the soil. The fanners had the
knowledge of classification of soils according to their fertility.
The crops raised on land varied in accx>ttJance wift the kwfe
of soils. The black-soil belt stretched through the central
parts of Rayalaseema. The peneplains with hillocks and
shrubs and bushes covered the western parts of
Rayalaseema. The red soils were found in the eastern parts.
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